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Session notes:
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http://www.mrsbmusicroom.com/professional-development/


Session Objectives

By the end of this session, participants will have the opportunity to experience:
• Working in online software programs Chrome Music Lab - Song Maker (free) & Hookpad (paid)
• Composing a short melody

Materials and resources
• Chrome Music Lab – Song Maker (free) https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker
• HookTheory – Hookpad (free to create, paid subscription to save work) https://www.hooktheory.com/
• Laptop or device connected to the internet 

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker
https://www.hooktheory.com/


Year 7 Composition

Songline Composition -
melodic contour created from 

a visual line in a picture



Integrated Learning

• Worked closely with the Visual Arts teachers
• Overarching idea was our connection to place connecting with Aboriginal Dreaming Stories and Songlines
• Drama looked at writing mini skits based on a place special to them
• Visual Arts looked at John Olson and Kat Bell (local Aboriginal Artist) and how they paint their connection to land
• Music looked at Aboriginal Songlines, how they mapped the land through song, which was passed down from generation to 

generation.
• This integrated Unit was developed after looking at the Department for Education South Australia Unit 

ARTS_Music_yr7_unit3_MusicMapsAndMe.pdf and developing it with the Drama and Visual Arts AC curriculum.



Lesson Process - Songline Composition

• Lake Eyre was painted by John Olsen multiple times. This style he paints from an 
aerial view.

• “On my first aerial journey with him to Lake Eyre / Kati Thander, in my thirties, I saw 
the land through a different eye. Here was supposed desolate isolation, teeming with 
life. Here, as the intricate map, the delicate palette, I saw the winding sensuality of 
the pink salt flats, the energy of perpetually lapping waves. All that apprehension 
about the dry interior dissolved and here was a haiku and a hurrah.”  Tim Olsen 
(John’s son)

1975 1975 2012



Lesson Process - Songline Composition

• Choose a place which is special to you.
• Find the place on Google maps and either screenshot & print, 

or draw the feature outlines of the land onto a piece of paper, 
such as streets, rivers, lakes, fields etc. 

• Paint using the mapping line technique of John Olsen and the 
bold textured painting and patterns of Kat Bell.



Lesson Process - Songline Composition

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVOG-RKTFIo&t=112s
What are Songlines

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVOG-RKTFIo&t=112s


Lesson Process - Songline Composition

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZGu7z2-XEU
Gujingga Songline

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZGu7z2-XEU


Lesson Process - Songline Composition

• Brainstorm as many words as you can think of which describe your special place.
• Use your brainstormed words to write some descriptive sentences for your lyrics.
• Show the syllables in your sentences.



Lesson Process - Songline Composition

• Highlight 1 line on your map 
printout/drawing.

• Draw the shape of this line onto 
the grid using a lead pencil first
(not the coloured lines), fitting it 
across the 4 bars. 

• Start the pitch map on a red note.
• Try and end it on a red, yellow or 

blue note.



Lesson Process - Songline Composition

• Write 1 or 2 of your descriptive sentences in the lyrics 
line. You can put 1 or 2 syllables in each box. 

• Write the rhythm notes in under the lyrics.
• Use textas/coloured pencils to colour in one or more

boxes in your pitch map to link with each syllable.



Lesson Process - Songline Composition

• Create your pitch map in HookTheory - Hookpad.
• Type in the lyrics.
• Extension: Add chords by checking which chord has the most chord notes corresponding to the 

melodic contour in that bar.
• Share the link and create a QR Code

Natalia  https://www.hooktheory.com/hookpad/view/QLgnLVMPo-V

Line 1 Line 2 Line 3

https://www.hooktheory.com/hookpad/view/QLgnLVMPo-V


Creating your QR code link to your Hookpad composition

After you have named and saved your song (File à save as), it is time to make a QR code that can go with your art piece.  
When they are on display, people can scan your QR code and listen to your music, whilst they view your art work!  How cool is 
that!

Create a shareable link:  File à Create shareable link. Copy the link.

Temporarily paste the link into a blank slide on PowerPoint, so that you don’t lose it.

Go to QR Stuff website:  QR Code Generator: Create Free QR Codes Online | QRStuff

Select “Website URL” and paste in your shareable link from hookpad or your PPT slide.

Click on JPG (on the right) and your file will download. It will be in downloads folder, but will also appear on your screen, open 
the file and insert it in your PPT slide.

Create an attractive slide which includes your QR code, your name and perhaps an image of your song (you could use the snip 
and sketch tool) or find an image related to your special place.  

Print out two copies: one for your teacher and one for you to keep.

https://www.qrstuff.com/


Assessment Possibilities - Songline 

Summative Task:
Write a melodic contour line based 
on a line on a visual map of your 
favourite place.
Extension to add chords based 
upon the notes in a bar.
Assessment Conditions:

1. Provide a screenshot of 
your composition and the 
weblink.

2. Notate your composition 
into your work booklet.

Assessment Criteria:
• Manipulate the elements of 

music and stylistic 
conventions to compose 
and/or perform music

• Use aural skills, music 
terminology and symbols 
to recognise, memorise
and notate features in 
melodic and non-melodic 
patterns

Natalia  https://www.hooktheory.com/hookpad/view/QLgnLVMPo-V

https://www.hooktheory.com/hookpad/view/QLgnLVMPo-V


Year 9/10 Composition

4 Chord Pop Phrase



Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

Hook/Introduction: 
The Axis of Awesome are a comedy band, whose mashup song ‘4 chords’ highlights 
the chord progression I V vi IV used in many pop songs.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOlDewpCfZQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOlDewpCfZQ


Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6049052739764224

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5509635147038720

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6049052739764224
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5509635147038720


Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6005507072983040

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6005507072983040


Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6058701887111168

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6058701887111168


Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5725332968046592

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5283178265182208

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5725332968046592
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5283178265182208


Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase



Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6689799851737088

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5413442911993856

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/6689799851737088
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5413442911993856


Lesson Process - 4 Chord Pop Phrase



Assessment Possibilities - 4 Chord Pop Phrase

Summative Task:
Write a 4-bar phrase using the I V vi IV chord progression in octave 1 and a melody line in octaves 2/3.
Assessment Conditions:

3. Provide a screenshot of your composition and the weblink.
4. Notate your composition either by hand or in notation software.

Assessment Criteria:
1. Considered arrangement of music using the elements of music to explore a personal style in music 

composition and performance.
2. Considered manipulation of the elements of music using technology and/or notation to communicate music 

ideas.
3. Considered use of style and conventions in musical compositions.


